
	
Valley Forge High School 
9999 Independence Blvd., Parma Heights, Ohio 44130 
Phone: 440/885-2330   Fax: 440/885-8412 
www.parmacityschools.org/valleyforge	

Valley Forge High School Administration 
Janine Andrzejewski | Principal  
Linda Ferguson | Secretary 
Joseph Kuchta | Deputy Principal 
David Knapp | Assistant Principal 
Amanda McCullough | Assistant Principal 
 

District Administration 
Charles Smialek, Ph.D. | Superintendent 
Sean Nuccio | Treasurer/ CFO 
 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 

 

Board of Education 
John Schweitzer | President 
Steven Vaughn | Vice-President 
Karen S. Dendorfer 
Amanda Karpus 
John M. Tenerowicz  
 
 

 

 

 

 
Board of Education 

Sean P. Nicklos | President 
Rosemary C. Gulick | Vice President 

Karen S. Dendorfer 
Lynn Halloran 

Kathleen A. Petro 
	

	

	

 
AP English III  

Dear AP Language and Composition Student: 
 
In order to get started for your course and the AP Language and Composition test, please complete the following 
assignments over the summer.  Throughout your reading, be sure to read actively and annotate your book.  Do 
not simply highlight passages; instead write out brief reactions, observations, questions, and reflections. 
 
 

1. The Things They Carried (fee book—yours to keep and annotate). 
 

• Soldier's Backpack handout—answer all questions on a separate sheet of paper. 
• Journal Questions—see below, and answer on a separate sheet of paper: 

 
Journal Questions 

 
1. How reliable is Tim O'Brien as a narrator?  Explain why his stories can or cannot be considered to be 

"true."  Use specific examples from the novel to support your position. 
 

2. Tone is the author's attitude expressed in a text.  Using specific examples from the text, explain the tone 
used.  Keep in mind that tone can shift and change throughout a text.  AVOID the adjectives positive and 
negative to explain the tone; instead analyze HOW more specifically how it may be a positive, negative, 
or even neutral tone. 

 
3. Imagery is the use of descriptive details that appeal to the reader's senses.  Using examples from the 

text, discuss how the writer uses detailed imagery to explain or emphasize ideas or themes. 
 

• Personal evaluation of the text—What is your personal reaction to this novel?  What did you learn?  
What made this reading either a pleasure or a pain? Be specific.   

 
 

2. Civil Disobedience (fee book—yours to keep and annotate). 
 
 

• Read ANY THREEE ESSAYS. 
• For each essay, use the provided glossary of literary terms to find TWO specific uses of any of the terms.  

Provide the example with the page number, and then explain a SPECIFIC EFFECT of that usage.  In other 
words, WHY did Emerson use that technique? What was his purpose? What was he DOING with those 
words? (Avoid general statements, such as "It sounds better." or "It gave a unique style to the writing.") 

 
Format: 

• Your work should be neatly handwritten or typed. 
• Answers should be completed individually, and they should be complete.  A developed paragraph should 

be enough to fully answer the questions. (Approximately 150 words, but there is no magical number.) 
• Please do not attempt to finish this entire assignment in one day or night.  

 
Procrastination is, hands down, our favorite form of self-sabatoge.—Alyce P. Cornyn-Selby 

 
 



Soldier's Backpack, Ml 6, and Helmet by Kenneth Hoffman, 1969. Photograph. 
© Kenneth Hoffman 2002/Viernani \Y/ar i'on tci i.i11. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Focusing on Background 
About the Photographer  Hoffman had his own 
life-defining experience when he served in 
Vietnam, covering the war with his camera for 
the U.S. Army. There was a time, however, 
before the war, when the future photographer 
had not found his visual sense. 

When Hoffman landed in Vietnam in 1969, 
he was assigned as a lieutenant in charge of a 
photography detachment. He oversaw  combat 
photographers and lab technicians as a 
supervisor in Pleiku. Despite his responsibilities,  
he continued to record the war through  his 
own lens, and these pictures that he took are 
archived in the Library of Congress. But 
Hoffman  did more than document the war for 
the Army. Often, he brought a poetic bent to his 
dangerous work, shooting to achieve succinct 
emotion rather than objective news gathering. 

As he developed an interest in the culture of Vietnam, he began taking shots of the Vietnamese people. The resulting portfolio, warm and 
empathetic, often finds the overlooked pain of war, such as in his shot of displaced Vietnamese boys in a resettlement camp in Pleiku. 

 
About the Art  "Check out the backpack, ammo, and weapon; I once carried a home like that on my back," Larry Ash, a Vietnam War veteran, said 
about this photograph . Hoffman's  composed image, deadpan but poignant, instantly evokes that awful home away from home for many of the 
approximately 8.75 million men and women who served in Vietnam. The black-and-white  shot also seems to have acquired an iconic status. In a 
shorthand way, it appears to stand for the more than 58,000 members of the armed forces who lost their lives while fighting an increasingly 
unpopular  war. 

Beyond the idea of the unknown fallen soldier, Hoffman captures the desolation of war without showing a drop of blood. The background is 
dusty, barren earth-the only growth is a weak sapling that looks quite dead; an M-16 rifle, a combat hel- met, and ammunition belts are 
prominent in the foreground. This imagery of death poetically suggests the idea that war goes against nature. 

Hoffman has said, "Photography doesn't lie. It captures what people are thinking through their behavior." As Soldier's Backpack  and  
Weapon shows, photography can also reveal truths when people are notably absent. 

 

Questions: Please answer on another 
sheet of paper 

 
1. How does this image, without 
showing blood or battle, reveal the 
danger and hard work that a soldier 
faces?	

 
2. What is suggested by the helmet 
atop this mound of combat 
equipment? How might the angle of 
the helmet contribute to the feeling 
of Hoffman's image?	

 
3. Could this photograph work equally 

well for a pro-war movement and 
anti-war movement?	

 
4. What idea do you think Hoffman 

intended to communicate with this 
picture?	

 
5. How might you connect this photo 

with the title and the content of The 
Things They Carried"?	

	


